Dragon Tales

Message from the Rector

One of the mainstays of our
parish is the music. There is an
old saying that those who sing,
pray twice and I think there is
some truth to that! Music
emanates forth from a different
part of our brain and
reverberates differently in our
souls. Regardless of the
medium it takes, from Classical
to folk to R&B and more,
rhythms and melodies reach
deeper than words and are, in
fact, a language of the spirit.

There is an ancient belief that
God sang the universe into
existence, and the universe
sings in reply. King David is
revered as a singer and player
of the lyre. While he is
incorrectly given credit for
writing the Psalms, this body
of music literature is a vast
mine of spiritual response to
the full range of human
experience and emotion. Horns
and timbrals, harps, drums and
voice are often referred to in
scripture bringing pleasure and
praise to God’s people
throughout the ages.

Music at St. George’s has
participated in the worship in a
wonderful way and we are so
very blessed with the talent of
our choir, directors and host of
non-choir instrumentalists and

vocalists. Nor can we forget the

vast number of appreciative
members of the congregation
and audiences! It is with
pleasure that we welcome John
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Ayer to St. George’s to begin
his ministry as Organist and
Choirmaster. He brings a
wealth of experience, vision and
energy to this work among us.
He will build on the wonderful
work done by those who came
before him, most recently Jim
and Christie Harrington whose
expertise and grace made these
recent months so very strong
musically.

The music during our worship
is inspiring and, even beyond
that, the talents of our
members and guests are
showcased in concerts bringing
the talents of our youth and
adults to the fore. Just as music
is a form of worship, it is a form
of evangelism. If it is true that
those who sing, pray twice,
those who bring music to our
lives bring God in a unique
way. The various forms use the
gifts and talents God has given
and so the act of making music
is itself an act of praise.

(continued on page 2)
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Service you wish it to appear in.
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Our Concert series has hosted
some wonderful talent in their
most recent Chamber
Ensemble, nurtured new talent
in the Young Artists concert
and welcomed outside
musicians such as the Starfish,
a musical group aimed at young
audiences. Our Broadway
revues and Shakespearian plays
also deserve mention and
acclaim. So do Elaine Bennett
and Leighann Narum with
their concerts in the Parish
Hall and Sanctuary. The
richness and diversity of our
music offerings reflect the
richness and diversity of our
members and the faith we give
musical voice to.

Over the years we've identified
members and guests who offer
their gifts in our church and
sincerely hope that newcomers
feel welcome to “join the band”.
If you are new and want to sing
or make music in any fashion
please contact John Ayer for
the choir and Christie and Jim
Harrington for the concert
series.

Those who sing pray twice, let
us praise the Lord!

Bernie

Vestry Notes

The vestry met for a regularly
scheduled meeting on March
25, 2008. The following are
the highlights of the meeting:

Finance Report: Michael
Martins reported that as of the
February close Net Ordinary
Income was $11,439 and the
Diocesan pledge to be paid was
$10,250. The Finance
Committee will be meeting
with each committee head to
request that they curtail
unnecessary expenses, given
the projected deficit.

Election of Officers: Valyrie
Laedlein was elected Clerk of
the Vestry. Lynn Conover will
be asked to continue as
Treasurer.

Vestry Discussion Topic:
The Vestry identified vestry
liaisons for each committee.
The rector shared a goal of
identifying a co-chair for each
committee, to groom a second
person within each committee
to assume leadership.

The vestry hopes to engage the
Parish Council in parish
planning and review.

Resolutions: The vestry
extended thanks to Canon
Carter Echols “for her helpful
and effective work on the
Vestry’s Mutual Ministry
Review.

The vestry acknowledged “the
hard work and dedication of
Christie and Jim Harrington in
stepping in so effectively to
lead the music ministry during
the last several months.”

Rector’s Report: Bernie will
be away from April 30 to May
6th, 2008. He intends to
schedule his delayed sabbatical
for a three month period during
the Spring of 20009.

Future Activities: A guest
speaker will hold a workshop to
discuss a model for parish
“turnaround” on Saturday,
April 26th.

Valyrie Laedlein

Dinners for Eight
Reminder

Remember how much
fun dinners for eight are!
If you are, or were,

scheduled to host a
dinner this season, please
do so before everyone is
busy with summer plans.

Just do it!
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From the Music Director

My dear friends,

Greetings! | just wanted to thank
you all for allowing me the great
pleasure and pride of serving you
as your new organist and
choirmaster here at St. George’s.

As you may know, I played my first
“official” service on Sunday 13
April. After serving a Dutch
Reformed church in a similar
capacity for four years, I cannot
tell you just how wonderful it felt
to be back among Episcopal
brethren once again.

| especially wish to thank Bernie,
Karen, Nina, Christie and Jim
Harrington, and all those faithful
young and adult members of the
choirs for making my transition
such a smooth and tranquil one.

| am greatly looking forward to
meeting each and every one of you.
Please feel free to introduce
yourselves at any time. My door is
always open. Happy Eastertide!

Pax vobiscum,
John Ayer

Music at Saint George’s

Making a Joyful Noise
at the Family Eucharist

Parishioners who have not yet
attended one of the second-
Sunday Family Eucharists are
missing out on a musical
experience that is available
nowhere else — the exclusive
monthly performances of St.
George’s own Joyful Noise
band.

The band, which features
Father Bernie Poppe on the
guitar, also includes several
parents with kids who
regularly attend the child-
oriented services, including
Sebastian Hill on piano;
Andrew Haines on guitar; Pete
Holitscher on bass; and John
Lauder, who alternates between
violin and banjo, depending on
the song. They sometimes are
accompanied by Cameron
Macintosh on drums.
(Cameron, 12, is not a parent,
but does have a new baby
brother.)

The Joyful Noisers play several
times during the course of the
service, usually with their
young fans seated on the floor
in a well-behaved mosh pit at
the front of the church. “We
tend to do a lot of the same
songs each time, so the kids can
get used to them,” Andrew said.

The band is proud of its
musicianship. “We went from
unpleasantly rough to
charmingly rough,” Pete said.
“That’s an important line to
Cross.”

John said the band is always
open to new musicians. Pete
described a typical audition —
he mentioned in Bernie’s
hearing that he plays the bass,
“and Bernie said, OK, you're in
the band.”

The Family Eucharists are fun
for all who participate or
attend, and they have attracted
new families to the parish. If
you know of any families with
small children, why not invite
them to the next service? The
service is held on the second
Sunday of every month,
beginning at 9:15 a.m.

Kirk Petersen
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Sunday School News

Pentecost is on May 11th. Join
us after the family service for a
“red hot” birthday party. If the
weather’s nice we’'ll have it
outside among the banners. If
you could volunteer to bring
something red, hot or red-hot
for the celebration please let me
know. As with all birthday
parties, there will be goody
bags.

We're also beginning to look
toward the next Sunday School
year. One of our top priorities
is an new curriculum for the
older grades. One of my
priorities is to get three
teachers for each class. This
gives the teachers a chance to
rotate sessions and get a bit of
“upstairs” time in church. If
you'd like to help us please
contact me at
janegc@comcast.net.

Jane Cates

Youth Service

The Youth Service scheduled
for Sunday May 4th has been
changed to Sunday June 8th at
5:00pm. All junior high and
senior high students are invited
to attend this service. We will
be having a potluck supper
following the service. A
planning session for this
service will take place at the
end of May. Look for the date
of this meeting in the Sunday
bulletin.

Cheryl Notari

Amicus/Amica

What's going on with
Amicus/Amica? About the
only thing we know for certain
is that we’ll be celebrating Gay
Pride Month this June in much
the same way as we did last
year: So look for thumbnail
biographies of one famous
lesbian and gay man in the
bulletin every week in June;
look for our parish to once
again march as an official group
in the New York City LGBT
Pride March on June 29th.
Also this year, we'll incorporate
some gay pride-related
preaching, so look for special
sermons.

In mid-April, we asked people
on the Amicus/Amica listserv
and the parish listserv to
participate in a survey. As of
the DragonTales deadline, we
had responses from 22 people:
15 identifying themselves as
LGBT and the rest as allies and
friends.

It's hard to analyze results
from such a small sample, but
the people who responded seem
to want many things from the
group. Combining the
“strongly agree” and “agree”
answers, we have:
Social/fellowship opportunities
(17); LGBT Presence in church
and community (17); spiritual
guidance/education (14);
education about LGBT issues
(13).

But the responses to the next
question — “Would you attend
the following events?” — didn’t
really track with the kinds of
events people said they wanted.
Seventeen people wanted
social/fellowship opportunities,
but when we asked “Would you
attend an evening party at
someone’s home?” only 7
people said they were “very
likely” to do that; and only 5
were “very likely” to go to
brunch at someone’s home, or
any kind of party at the church.
So what kind of fellowship
opportunities should we
schedule? And where?

Thirteen people said they want
spiritual guidance or education
from Amicus/Amica, but only 6
were “very likely” to attend a
special service, and only 3
wanted LGBT Bible study (this
option actually got the highest
“not likely” vote of anything on
the survey — 9 people). And as
for LGBT presence in the
church/community, there are
just as many people who plan
to participate in the LGBT
Pride March (8) as not.

Between now and the fall, we
invite you to think not just
about what you want from
Amicus/Amica, but also — most
importantly — about what you
are willing to do to make that
happen. We're open to
suggestions.

Elaine Bennett & Kevin Clark
Co-Chairs
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Volunteers to help build
Abraham House

St. George’s is an active
partner in Abraham House, a
single family home to be built
by Habitat for Humanity
Newark with funds and land
donated by the faith
communities of Maplewood,
South Orange, Irvington and
Newark. Many St. Georgians
volunteered to help build as
Abraham House becomes a
home in 2008. We have been
assigned three dates to help
build — Wednesday, May 14,
Wednesday, May 21 and
Saturday, July 26. If you have
already volunteered to help,
you should have received an
email from Valyrie Laedlein
asking you to confirm which
dates work for you. Please
reply immediately if you have
not already replied. If you have
not previously volunteered and
would like to help build
Abraham House on any of these
dates, please contact Valyrie at
vlaedlein@crenyc.org as soon
as you can.

Valyrie Laedlein

Outreach Activities

Mothers’ Day at St. George’s

We have a new way to
celebrate Mothers’ Day at St.
George’s. For the second year
we are planning a baby shower
to collect needed items on
behalf of North Porch Women
and Infant’s Center. North
Porch is an emergency service
providing formula, baby food,
diapers, clothing, bed linens
and baby care supplies to needy
mothers and infants in Newark,
Paterson and Dover. We are
asking parishioners to bring
any of the many items that
North Porch gives to its clients
each week. Similac formula
with iron, large size diapers,
jars of baby food and cereal,
socks in 1 year to 3 year old
sizes, baby bath towels and
single use laundry detergent
will be put to immediate use.
The Outreach Committee will
host a festive coffee hour
immediately following the
10:30 service on May 11. See
Kathy Carliner for more
information.

Mary Sue Fisher

Purls

Remember to bring your baby

knitting on Mother’s day, May
11th. Thanks you so much for

all your donations.

Summer is Icumen In! Oh sing
“Yippee! A little less pressure,
fewer meetings and the living,
S0 they say, is easy. What a
perfect opportunity to sit out
on the porch and do a little
knitting or crocheting for a
good cause. The Purls knit and
crochet each year for the
Seamen’s Church Institute’s
“Christmas at Sea” program,
making scarves, vests, hats and
(are you feeling ambitious?)
socks. If you'd rather make
children’s clothing, we also knit
and crochet for Afghans for
Afghans. Contact Jane Cates
(janegc@comcast.net) for more
information and patterns.

Jane Cates

Sunshine CoOp

Organized co- operative
playgroup with two open spots
for children three years of age
(by August 1st) meeting
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 9:15am —
12:00pm beginning fall of 2008.

Please email:
SunshineCoOp@yahoogroups.
.com for more information.
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First Shouts!!

Congratulations to the
Confirmation Class of 2008:
Matthew Gardner, Luc
Lataillade, Bethany McHugh,
Alexander Mark, Peter Sittler,
and Bilal Smith-McCloud were
confirmed by the Rt. Rev. Mark
Beckwith on Sunday April 20th
at Trinity and St. Philip’s
Cathedral, Newark.

Run, Melissa, Run! The Penn
Relays is the oldest and largest
track and field carnival in the
U.S, hosted annually by the
University of Pennsylvania.
Our own Melissa David will be
a member of the Columbia
High School 4X800 track team
competing to qualify for the
finals on Friday, April 25.
Over 15,000 participants from
high schools, colleges and track
clubs enter these prestigious
races. Good luck, Melissa!

Time for Spring Cleaning?
Kevin Clark has the perfect
book for you! He ghost-wrote
a book called “Shop Your Closet:
the Ultimate Guide to Organizing
Your Closet with Style” which
has just been published by
Harper Collins under the
authorship of Melanie Charlton
Fascitelli. Details about the
book are available from Kevin
at kclarkdesign@hotmail.com.

Photo Op! Nina Nicholson is
volunteering her time and
talents as photographer to the
sisters of the Community of St.
John Baptist as they develop
promotional materials. She is
now also an official
photographer for the Voice and

Parish Activities

Episcopal Life. All this, and
webmaster extraordinaire for
St. George’s; how does she do
it!

If you have a shout-out to
share, send submissions to dt-
web-articles@stgeorges-
maplewood.org and we’ll print
it with the next available
edition.

Coffee with the Rector

The Newcomers and Greeters
Committee invites Newcomers
to have coffee with the Rector
on Sunday May 18, 2008
immediately following the
10:30 AM Service. This will
give newcomers the
opportunity to talk with the
Rector and to learn more about
the various ministries at St.
George’s. All Newcomers and
Committee Chairs are welcome.
If you began attending St.
George’s within the last year
and have not heard from us,
please contact us to confirm
your attendance and/ or to
provide us with your contact
information, so that we can
update our directory.

The committee’s chairs are
Clarence Clark,
(cclark5613@aol.com) and
David Torres
(Torresdavr@comcast.net);
please feel free to contact us if
you need more information.
Clarence Clark

Welcome New Members

The Newcomers and Greeters
Committee welcomes the
following new members to the
St. George’s Family (these are
members who attended
Newcomers Receptions and
Coffee with the Rector in April
2008):

Anthony Bousanti
Maxime Long
Schaunille McDonald

Coffee Hour

We need volunteers for
hospitality for much of May
and the upcoming months!

It's easy to do, just bring a
snack or two for about 50
people: 3 Entenmann's cakes or
a couple dozen bagels, and help
set up and clean up.

A Hospitality Committee
volunteer brings and sets up
the paper goods, coffee and
juice. That's it!

COMMITMENT is an
essential part of
COMMUNITY. Enjoying it
while never bringing it, is
compartmentalized thinking
that will lead some Sundays to
not having it. COMMIT to
bringing hospitality, either
yourself or with someone else,
TODAY!

Reply to me or sign up on the
schedule in the Parish Hall
doorway!

Best, Dan




