Dragon Tales

Message from the Rector

Last month we welcomed The
Rev. Nicholas Lang to consult
with the Vestry and parish on
congregational development. One
of the major themes was about
new member development. It's
one thing to welcome people
initially, but how do we follow
through to be clear about who we
are and what we have to offer as a
spiritual community.

Membership in the Episcopal
Church does not carry with it the
same formal expectations that
other denominations and faiths
might. By canon (church law) all
that is required is that the
individual attend services and
contribute financially on a regular
basis. There is not even a
definition of what regular means!

This seemingly vague approach to
membership actually reflects a
wider conviction of the Episcopal
Church, that of individual
readiness and commitment. We
each have differing levels of
understanding of our relationship
with God and the community in
which we worship. We respond to
the call to service and fellowship
at different rates and depths. In
our tradition, it is the individual
seeker that decides for him or
herself what membership means,
how it will be lived out, and when
it is achieved.

Having said that, there are some
ways in which we provide
guideposts and suggestions. At St.
George’s, we welcome people from
many backgrounds of faith and
experience. People are drawn to us
for our traditional forms of
liturgy, our progressive social
stance, identification and
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deepening relationship with the
community of believers already
here.

When a person first arrives, they
are greeted and ushered to a pew
and given a bulletin to join in the
worship. Communion is offered to
all visitors and members alike
without restriction. We ask
everyone present, visitors and
members, to sign the red notebook
in each pew on a weekly basis.
This allows everyone an
opportunity to indicate a need,
concern or greeting without
making the visitor feel singled out
or self conscious. The information
is gathered and the newcomers
committee will send greetings to
visitors and forward information
to the clergy as needed.

We offer the newcomer
opportunities to connect with
other newcomers and longer term
members through our coftee hour
on a regular Sunday.

We also have more intentional
newcomer welcomes in the form of
Coffee with the Rector, a small
monthly reception in the Rector’s
office with the Rector and
members of the Newcomer’s
Committee. This is held after the
10:30am service as scheduled and
announced 1n the website and
bulletin. Participants introduce
themselves and share questions,
observations and hopes about St.
George’s. Packets of information
are given out and the invitation is
extended to participate in any of
the organizations or activities we
have. Space is also given to those
who want simply to be quietly
part of the worship on Sunday.

(continued on page 2)
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Another point of entry is the
Newcomers wine and cheese. This
has the same goals and loose
format of the Coffee with the
Rector, but is held at a Newcomer
Committee member’s home
offering a different social
environment and perhaps a more
convenient time. These are also
scheduled and announced in
advance.

Periodically, a series of three
classes is offered and conducted by
The Rev. Christian Carroll which
serves as an orientation to the
Episcopal Church through a
historical and spiritual survey of
our denomination and how it is
reflected and lived out at St.
George’s.

A more traditionally formal
ceremony to join the Episcopal
Church is at a service of
Confirmation and Reception held
at the Cathedral of Trinity and St.
Philip’s in Newark. This is for
people who want to embrace
membership sacramentally in the
historic laying on of hands by the
Bishop. Confirmation, whether for
youth or adults, is a sacrament of
initiation in which we confirm the
vows made for us at Baptism by
our Godparents. People who have
been confirmed in another
denomination are “Received” into
the Episcopal Church in a way
that recognizes and values the
original confirmation but
welcomes the person into this
branch of the Christian faith.

For our community life at St.
George’s we'll be incorporating a
small service of welcoming new
members during our Sunday
worship services three times a
year. It will be designed to be brief
and conducted during the
announcement time after passing
the Peace. After each individual, in
consultation with a clergy
member, has decided that they feel

called and ready to be considered a
member of St. George’s they will
be invited to participate in this
welcome ceremony.

What is membership? First it is a
conviction of the heart and a
commitment to a community of
people. It provides a sense of home
and belonging. It's a way of
establishing roots and
encouraging growth in faith and
tellowship. There is an
interdependence and
accountability for what we say we
want and will do for ourselves and
the community we hold onto.
Members of St. George’s are
expected to attend the services
and participate in the activities,
supporting events and
participating in the leadership of
our common life. Members are
expected to take seriously their
pledge of time, talent and treasure
to the work and mission of St.
George’s. Our growth in faith
requires action as well as words.
That takes several forms including
offering professional skills,
financial pledge, and stretching to
find interests and skills perhaps
dormant as undiscovered gifts of
God within each of us.

St. George’s offers the members
pastoral care, a good worship
experience, supportive community
and a place to meet, and deepen a
relationship with God. This
certainly isn’t the only place God
is, but it’s one of them, and a
strong witness to God’s love and a
place to exercise it. We welcome
all to find a spiritual home with us
and explore what membership is
and what it calls forth.

Bernie

Vestry Notes.

The vestry met in regularly
scheduled session on April 15,
2008. The following are
highlights of the discussion.

Finance Report: Michael Martins
reported that net ordinary income
was $38,513 as of the end of
March. The outstanding pledge
to be paid to the Diocese is
$15,376. The Building and
Grounds budget was reviewed,
with comparisons to 2007 actual
expenses. The vestry anticipates
needing $25,000 worth of roof
repairs, $14,000 of which is to
come from Ward J. Herbert grant
funding. Roof repairs may be
scheduled for the summer.

Lynn Conover has accepted the
appointment of Treasurer.

Old Business: A local contractor
provided a cost estimate to move
the Narthex wall forward to create
a larger interior space at the front
entrance, in keeping with plans to
enhance the welcome of visitors.

New Business: A discussion was
held about the forthcoming
presentation to be made by Father
Lang called “Doing Church
Differently”. The workshop and
tollow-up session will be open to
parishioners.

Other: There was a vestry
discussion on the outcome of the
Mutual Ministry Review. The
Rector announced that there will
not be a special summer worship
schedule and that family services
will take place as usual on a
monthly basis. If necessary,
services will move to the Parish
Hall during hot weather. The
Youth Service is now scheduled
for June 8th.

Valyrie Laedlein
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North Porch News

Many, many thanks to the whole
parish for your generous support
of the Mother’s Day collection for
North Porch Women & infants’
Centers. The diapers, formula,
baby food, clothes, towels and
blankets have been divided
between the three centers and will
help meet the needs of mothers
and their young ones. More and
more people are finding
themselves hungry and financially
stretched, and the baby items and
monetary support that you
donated will make a difference to
their lives.

If you are interested in helping
North Porch in a fun way, perhaps
you'd like to buy tickets to see
Anwar Robinson, a former
Newark Boys” Chorus member
and 2005 American Idol
contestant, perform at the
Community Partners Concert at
the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center on June 25 at 7:30PM.
Tickets are available from Lindsay
McHugh for Orchestra seats
priced at $40. Not only can you
hear Anwar Robinson sing, you
will also hear the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra perform. It
is always an entertaining evening.

For tickets, contact Lindsay at
mchugh lindsay@gmail.com and
for event information, see the
NJSO website:
www.njsymphony.org.

Lindsay McHugh

Parish Activities

A Garden Thank You

Thanks to Roland and Esther
Spiotta for their donation of wood
chips for the play yard at the back
of the parking lot, and to the
volunteers who transported
wheelbarrow loads into the yard.
Hats off to Rev. Bernie Poppe, Jim
McHugh, Kristin and Pablo
Chamorro, Glen Gill (a new
parishioner), Bilal Smith-
McCloud, Ram Smith-McCloud,
Ron Garner (2 days work), Kirk
Petersen (2 days work and
coordinator of workers) and Clara
and Olivia Chamorro (our quality
control experts). The play yard
looks 100% better thanks to
everyone’s hard work and aching
backs.

Lydia Andersen

Shout-out
"A public expression of
gratitude or recognition"”

We were pleased to have a
positive response to the idea of
newsletter shout-outs, so once
again we'd like to offer space for
parishioners to publicly thank,
celebrate, applaud or commend
people and events that are
important to them. We know that
graduations are coming up in
June, so please let us know what
your students are doing.

Please submit at any time to the
Dragon Tales listserv and we will
publish them with the next closest
edition. Our combined summer
edition, is next, so get them to us
by June 15th.

Submit to dt-web-
articles(@stgeorges-

maplewood.org . We'd love to
hear from youl!

Lindsay McHugh

Book Club

The Spiritual Book Group will
meet on June 30th at 8PM at the
Jameson’s to discuss “The Art of
Pilgrimage” by Phil Cousineau.
Lydia and Jane will be there to
share some stories of their recent
pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostela in Spain.

From Amazon.com:

"Centuries of travel lore suggest that
when we no longer know where to
turn our real journey has begun,”
writes author Phil Cousineau. "At
that crossroads moment, a voice calls
to our pilgrim soul.” Many have
embarked upon a pilgrimage, but few
have understood its mysteries and
possibilities as well as Phil Cousineau
does (author of Soul Moments and
The Hero's Journey). On one level
this is a highly useful guidebook
packed with great ideas for
enlightened traveling--tape recording
local voices, music, and sounds; asking
contemplative questions to waitresses
and bookstore owners; lighting a
traveling candle every morning;
making an offering to the local deity.
But most compelling is Cousineau's
ability to expertly map the interior
landscape of a pilgrimage--the sights
that lead to insights and the borders
that lead to breakthroughs as we trek
the exterior landscape of our planet. -
-Gail Hudson

For more information contact Jane
Cates at janegc@comcast.net. To
attend this discussion contact
Cathy Jameson.

Jane Cates
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From the Music Director

Dear Friends:

Wow. What a month! I can
assure you that the music program
here at St. George’s is alive and
well. Both the Adult Choir and
the St. George’s Singers have
made terrific strides in their music
making this spring — and in such a
relatively short amount of time.

I have rarely experienced the joy
of directing choristers who are as
committed, motivated, upbeat and
so eager to please as our St.
George’s folk. Bravo to each and
every one of these good souls for
their outstanding efforts and
contributions!!

In anticipation of summer, I lift up
the following to your attention:

Summer Sundays

This is the time of year in which
we all usually tend to lay back a
bit, take in the

wondrous beauty and scent of the
flowers, go on vacations, and
basically just chill. But that
DOESN'T mean that the church
goes on vacation as well...

In light of the fact that our choir
members take well-deserved
breaks at this time, I am
encouraging all of YOU to risk
your already flawless reputations
by coming aboard the Summer
Musical Machine. Yes, you, too
can serve St. George’s in a musical
way by signing up to sing an
offertory solo number, play a
prelude or postlude, or join a trip
or quartet. No previous musical
training is needed for Summer
Sundays; we only need your heart
and your courage. Now is the
time for you to take your singing
act from the shower to the church,
and start singing for REAL. Just
let me know when you'd like to
sing/play, and I'll gladly fit you
into the schedule. That’s all there
is to it. Come one, come all.

Music at Saint George’s

2" Annual Summer Choir Camp
Thanks in large part to Christie
Harrington, plans for another
choir camp are almost complete.
The camp will take place at St.
George’s during the week of
25-29 August, 2008. Mornings
will be devoted to choir rehearsals,
music theory, ear training and
composition. Afternoon activities
will include swimming, ball
games, and special field trips to
Sandy Hook Beach and Land of
Make Believe Water Park. The
camp will conclude with a Service
of Choral Evensong on Friday
night, 29 August, followed by a
cookout, talent show and
sleepover.

The choir camp is open to boys
and girls (grades 3-12) who like to
sing. A special half-day program
(9-12) is open to children in
grades K-2. We hope all our St.
George’s youth will want to take
advantage of this awesome
musical opportunity. For further
information, please contact me at
jamus3@earthlink.net. Thank
you.

In peace and with best wishes,

John Ayer

Angel Choir Sept. 2008

Beginning in September the
Angel Choir rehearsal time will
move to Monday afternoons
from 4 — 4:25p.m. This change
will allow us a longer rehearsal
time in which to learn music
and music skills. It will also
allow the Angel Choir an
opportunity to work with the
St. George Singers on occasion.
Leighann Narum and Christie
Harrington will be co-Directors
of the program

Concert Series

As a postlude to our Music
Ministry tenure, we hope that
everyone has had a chance to view
the Easter Sunday Hallelujah
Chorus sing-along on the
Internet! There is a link from the
St. George’s website. Many thanks
to Chris West for recording it and
getting onto YouTube.

Our final event of the 2007-08
year was the annual Chamber
Music Concert on Sunday, April
13th. An appreciative audience
was treated to a wide range of
music performed by parishioners
and a few regular guest
colleagues. The program included
songs for voice & piano by Fauré
and Wolf; traditional songs for
voice and guitar, a Spanish
Sonatina for classical guitar and
piano, Ravel’s La Flute Enchantée
for flute, voice, piano & cello, a
Beethoven Trio for clarinet, piano
and cello, and some very
successful vocal ensemble
madrigals.

We are already planning next
year’s programs. You can expect
the regular events: Children’s
Chamber Music Concert,
Christmas Sing-Along, and the
Adult Chamber Music Concert.
We hope to have another StarFish
concert as well. We are in the
very early stages of planning a
tull-length musical. More
concrete information should be
available in the fall. As you can
imagine, putting something like
this together requires a significant
amount of “up-front” work, and
that is where we are right now.
There are still many hurdles to
get over, but we are confident that
the people who brought you many
years of Broadway Revues and a
couple of full Shakespeare play
productions can get everything
together for a memorable musical
production.

We'll see you in September!
Jim & Christie Harrington
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Lemonade Anyone?

WE ARE MOVING OUT!
Hospitality activities are going
strong with a strong committee
and a lot of parish members and
committees stepping up to bring
goodies on Sundays. We would
like to get the goodies outside in
front of the front entrance for the
summer, both to enjoy the
weather and to display our
presence as a Parish. What is not
a given is how to move around

and provide hot coffee, especially if

people would then need to move
daunting carts around. But we are
"thinking" and what food is
provided is secondary anyway to
our good fellowship!

Please remember that
volunteering on Sundays doesn't
have to be a huge effort; a snack or
two for about 50 folks is all it
takes, about 8 dozen bagels or the
like. And coftee, juice, and milk
are already set up for you by the
committee. If someone wishes to
CO-SPONSOR a coffee hour, let
me know and I will PROMISE to
not sign you up until I have
another co-sponsor ... on a date of
convenience to you of course. If
sponsors run thin, we will try to
also contact the designated folks
coming up in the Parish cycle of
prayer and see if they wish to
sponsor on their special day of the
year as well.

Sunday Pre-service Meditations
Our formal practice of weekly pre-
worship meditation is going to
take a hiatus for the summer
months (June, July and August),
though I anticipate continuing the
practice seasonally (during Advent
or Lent, for example) in the IFall.
If you have feedback, suggestions,
or are interested in taking some
leadership in this simple (but
powerful) offering, please email
Mary Davis —
davisteam@comecast.net.

Parish Activities

Parish Picnic Plans

The Parish Picnic is June 15th
(Father's Day). We did a lot of
evaluation of dates in June and
this was the best choice for it not
to interfere with a Kid's Sunday or
with people's travel plans once
school lets out. It will be at
Orchard Park, near the rectory,
from 12-3 and we always say,
"Don't Eat and Go. Please Eat
and Stay". There will be
recreational equipment and I hope
a game sponsor. Last year's
Dance Dance Revolution was a
hit. Directions will be available
shortly.

We would love people's
appetizers, sides, salads, and
desserts. Please email me with
what you'd like to bring at
dhelming@yahoo.com . If you
wish a guideline, based on last
names:

P-Z  appetizers
N-O  sides
G-M  salads
A-F  desserts
Dan Helming

Coming This Summer

Parish outing to the Newark
Bears

Friday July 18 @ 7:05pm

See Jane Jubilee for details.

The Newcomers and Greeters
Committee to Host Reception/
Tea

The Newcomers and Greeters
Committee will host a Sunday
Afternoon Reception for
newcomers to learn more about
the various ministries available at
St. George’s. The Reception will
be held on Sunday, June 22, 2008,
4-6:30 PM. At the home of
Michael and Cecilia David. All
Newcomers and Committee
Chair’s are welcome. If you began
attending St. George’s within the
last year and have not heard from
us, please contact us to confirm
your attendance or to provide us
with your contact information, so
that we can update our directory.
The committee’s chairs are
Clarence Clark
(cclark5613@aol.com)

and David Torres
(Torresdavr@comcast.net); please
teel free to contact us if you need
more information.

Welcome New Members
for April 2008

The Newcomers and Greeters
Committee welcomes the
tfollowing new members to the St.
George’s Family (these are
members who attended
Newcomers Receptions and Coffee
with the Rector in May 2008):

Martin Cowart

Jerry Bruno

Jeft' Borta

Eve Yuan Ding, Evelyn and
Stephen

Clarence Clark
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Sunday School News

Have a great summer enjoying
God’s great green growing
season. The last class will be
Sunday June 1st, and we will have
a special teachers” appreciation at
the 10:30 service on Sunday, the
15th. Remember that this
summer there will be family
services on the second Sunday of
July and August. We'll see you on
September 14th for the family
service followed by a registration
brunch for parents and children. If
you'd like to beat the rush —
register online on our website!

Jane Cates (janegc@comcast.net)
Jane Cates

St. George’s
‘Women’s Initiative Moves
Forward with Energy, Ideas

The Women’s Initiative continues
to draw an energized group of
women eager to explore ideas,
make change, and build
community. What is emerging
from our monthly meetings is a
strong interest in working with,
learning from, and supporting our
young people in dealing with
sexism — particularly in popular
and youth culture -- creating a
women’s spirituality group, and
re-introducing more gender
neutral language into the liturgy.

Please plan to join us for our next
meeting, Tuesday, June 3 at 7:30
in the Resource Room as we
continue to build together. We
are at the very early stages of all
of this, so your thoughts,
questions, concerns, etc...are
always welcome. We are a work
in progress!

Pat Garrison

Worship

Summer Schedule

This summer we’ll keep to our
regular schedule. There will
continue to be an 8:00am and a
10:30am with the FFamily Services
on the second Sundays of July and
August at 9:15. To beat the heat
we’ll meet in the Parish Hall for
the hot summer days. The family
services will be held outside in the
Memorial Garden (weather
permitting!) The Spirit moves
beautifully all year and while
summer is a great time to travel
and re-create, it’s still a great time
to pause and pray in thanksgiving
for the beauty of this life and these
days.

Wednesday Evening
Healing Service

One of the nice features of our
regular Sunday worship is the
inclusion of healing prayers after
communion. In these quiet,
reflective moments we can ask for
prayers for ourselves or others
and seek the healing that comes
from being with another person in
a caring, thoughttul way. It is
indeed healing to know that we
can share our concerns and that
God answers prayers in a variety
of wonderful ways.

[t's often said that we don't always
get what we want, but we always
get what we need. Healing is like
that. Bridging the gap between
our pain and our needs is the
healing of God.

Many of our parishioners and
visitors look forward to this
prayer. Please consider coming on
Wednesday evening at 7:30pm
where the whole service is devoted
to healing. We meet in the choir
to share prayer and communion
with each other in the quiet,
powertful presence of God.

Amicus/Amica

Happy Gay & Lesbian
Pride Month!

When the 39th annual Gay &
Lesbian Pride March steps off
down Fifth Avenue in Manhattan
on Sunday June 29th, an official
contingent from St. George’s will
participate for the second time.
Last year, we were well
represented by parishioners both
gay and straight, young and old,
with signs and T-shirts
proclaiming “We're Christians and
we support Equality.” The march
starts at noon and marchers
should be in place by that time at
our starting point — somewhere off
Fifth Avenue in the 50s (we won’t
know the exact location until that
weekend). As several panting
parishioners found out last year,
it's not easy to catch up to the
march once it’s started!

The “I'm a Christian and I support
Equality” T-shirts and hats that
Nina Nicholson designed last year
are still available at Café Press.
See the link on the “Social Justice”
page of St. George’s Web site to
order.

Why join us at the march? Far
too many gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender people have been
hurt by religion — hurt so badly
that they can’t believe anyone
identifying as a Christian could
have any compassion or love for
them. So it’s a very powerful
experience to march and give
physical witness to God’s welcome
for all at St. George’s.

For more information, contact
Elaine Bennett or Kevin Clark,
Amicus/Amica co-chairs.

Elaine Bennett & Kevin Clark
Co-Chairs




